HISTORY DEPARTMENT

2026-2027 SENIOR THESIS SEMINAR APPLICATION

This application is for the year-long Senior Thesis Seminar taking place Fall 2026 (HIST UN3838) & Spring 2027 (HIST UN3839) and is a research skills and methodology course.  Before completing this application, please review the Senior Thesis details found in Undergraduate Handbook on our website.
Once approved to join the senior thesis seminar students will be instructed by the department on the process of joining a section.  
A preliminary meeting will take place in May of 2026 (date TBA) 
For subject specific guidance in your topic, you will be required to identify a Second Reader by the start of fall term 2026, though it is strongly advised to begin your search as soon as possible.  Second Readers should be faculty members of the History Department at either Columbia or Barnard.
Send your completed application to (undergraduate-history@columbia.edu) with the subject “Senior Thesis Application 2026-27: [your last name, your first name]”
The application format needs to be a single word document attached in the order below:
1. Application Cover Sheet

2. 1-2 Page Thesis Overview

3. Writing Sample

4. File name: [your last name, your first name] - SR thesis app 2026
DEADLINE: Monday, March 2nd, 2026 (10:00 AM - local time)
IMPORTANT: Applications sent without the above subject line, as multiple attachments, or past the deadline, may not be considered.  

Application Cover Sheet

	Name & UNI:         
	Telephone:

	E-mail:                          
	GPA in History:

	School (check one):           Columbia College     General Studies     Dual Degree Program: _______________

	Specialization within major:

	Second major or concentration:

	Languages other than English in which you can conduct research:

	History Seminar for which you wrote a paper based on primary research:

	


I. Thesis Overview
Please address the following questions in a 1-2 page, double-spaced response:

1. Have you selected a specific topic (e.g. The history of Columbia University’s History Department) or a general subject area (e.g. postwar France) for your thesis project?  What do you intend to investigate and why?
2. Have you taken or are you currently taking a History seminar course?  (Please list)

3. What previous academic experiences have led you to select this thesis topic or idea?  Consider relevant courses, seminars, research opportunities, etc.
4. List 3-4 relevant sources that may assist you with your research
5. List your Second Reader or a list of 3 potential Second Readers
II. Writing Sample
Please paste a paper that demonstrates your research, writing, and analytical skills.  
