HISTORY DEPARTMENT

2021-2022 SENIOR THESIS SEMINAR APPLICATION

Before completing this application please read the sections below from the Undergraduate Handbook which can be found at (https://history.columbia.edu/undergraduate/handbook/).

Though all applicants will be accepted, please fill out the application as it is used to determine how many sections the department needs to offer and to try and match you with an instructor in your field.

· Senior Thesis
· Thesis Funding and Fellowships
· Departmental Honors and Undergraduate Prizes

Note: This is the application for almost all thesis students.  Only under exceptional circumstances is the Independent Thesis Seminar appropriate.  The yearlong thesis seminar to which you are applying is a research skills and methodology course.  For subject specific guidance, you will be selecting a Second Reader in your specialization and thesis topic.  You are welcome to identify Second Readers with whom you would like to work with now, but you will not be required to select one until Fall Term, after the seminar has begun.  For more information on the difference between Thesis Instructor and Second Reader, please see the Undergraduate Handbook.

Send your completed application to (undergraduate-history@columbia.edu) with the subject “Senior Thesis Application 2021-2022: [last name, first name]”
The application format needs to be a single word document attached in the order below:
1. Application Cover Sheet

2. 1-2 Page Thesis Overview

3. Writing Sample

4. File name “[last name, first name] SR thesis application”
DEADLINE: Monday April 5th, 2021 at 5:00 PM
IMPORTANT: Applications sent without the above subject line, as multiple attachments, or past the deadline, may not be considered.  

Application Cover Sheet

	Name & UNI:         
	Telephone:

	E-mail:                          @columbia.edu
	GPA in History:

	School (check one):           Columbia College                General Studies

	Specialization within major:

	Second major or concentration:

	Languages other than English in which you can conduct research:

	History Seminar for which you wrote a paper based on primary research:

	


I. Thesis Overview
Please address the following questions in a 1-2 page, double-spaced response:

1.  Have you selected a specific topic (e.g. The history of Columbia University’s History Department) or a general subject area (e.g. postwar France) for your thesis project?  What do you intend to investigate and why?
2.  What previous academic experiences have led you to select this thesis topic or idea?  Consider relevant courses, seminars, research opportunities, etc.
3. List 3-4 relevant sources that may assist you with your research.
II. Writing Sample
Please paste a paper that demonstrates your research, writing, and analytical skills.  
III. Meeting/Schedule Conflicts
If there is any class meeting time that will absolutely not work for you, please write the day/time here, and the reason why:
