HISTORY DEPARTMENT

2019-2020 SENIOR THESIS SEMINAR APPLICATION

Before completing this application please read the relevant sections of the Undergraduate Handbook: Senior Thesis (page 17), Thesis Funding and Fellowships (page 19), and Departmental Honors and Undergraduate Prizes (page 20).  You can find the Handbook here: https://history.columbia.edu/undergraduate/handbook/
Note: This is the application for almost all thesis students.  Only under exceptional circumstances is the Independent Thesis Seminar appropriate.  The yearlong thesis seminar to which you are applying is a research skills and methodology course.  For subject specific guidance, you will be selecting a Second Reader in your specialization and thesis topic.  You are welcome to identify Second Readers with whom you would like to work with now, but you will not be required to select one until Fall Term, after the seminar has begun.  For more information on the difference between Thesis Instructor and Second Reader, please see the Undergraduate Handbook.

When complete, email this application and related materials as a single, attached word document to Kimberly Solomon (kms2307@columbia.edu).

Required subject line: SENIOR THESIS APPLICATION 2019-2020: Last Name, First Name.
Deadline: Thursday, March 21st at 5:00 PM 
IMPORTANT: Applications sent without the above subject line, as multiple attachments, or past the deadline, may not be considered.  

Application Materials Checklist:
(Application Cover Sheet   (1-2 Page Thesis Overview   (Writing Sample   
SUBMIT ALL DOCUMENTS IN A SINGLE WORD DOCUMENT IN THE ORDER ABOVE 

Application Cover Sheet

	Name:         
	Telephone:

	E-mail:                          @columbia.edu
	GPA in History:

	School (check one):           Columbia College                General Studies

	Specialization within major:

	Second major or concentration:

	Languages other than English in which you can conduct research:

	History Seminar for which you wrote a paper based on primary research:

	


I. Thesis Overview
Please address the following questions in a 1-2 page, double-spaced response:

1.  Have you selected a specific topic (e.g. The history of Columbia University’s History Department) or a general subject area (e.g. postwar France) for your thesis project?  What do you intend to investigate and why?
2.  What previous academic experiences have led you to select this thesis topic or idea?  Consider relevant courses, seminars, research opportunities, etc.
3. List 3-4 relevant sources that may assist you with your research.
II. Writing Sample
Please paste a paper that demonstrates your research, writing, and analytical skills.  
III. Thesis Section Preference
Please rank the following sections in 1-2-3 order (from most to least desired). The Department will take preferences into consideration, but does not guarantee placement in the student’s preferred section.  Students will be notified of their placements by April 8th, 2019: 
_____ Tuesday, 2:10-4:00 PM
_____ Wednesday, 2:10-4:00 PM

_____Wednesday, 4:10-6:00 PM
If there is one time that will absolutely not work for you, please write the day/time here, and the reason why:
